FAITH OR LACK OF

FAITH!
Faith is one of those things which is bandied about and given many different meanings.  To the unsaved, the world, it could be best described as “Positive thinking.”  To many church people it’s a complete and often blind obedience to certain teachings, Christian or otherwise.  For some it’s a belief in their church, for others it’s complete faith in a leader or preacher.  Then there’s faith in one’s own or another’s abilities.  The list goes on and on.
But when we come to what God says faith is, it’s in essence very simple.  In Hebrews we read, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things unseen.  By it people of old received divine approval.  By faith we understand that the world was created by God, so that the things we see were made from what we can’t see.”  And in again we’re told that “without faith it is impossible to please God.  For whoever would draw near to him must first believe that he exists, and rewards those who seek him diligently.”  Then we’re told to “look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfector – author and finisher – of our faith.” Heb.11:1-36, Heb.12:1-2
For me at least, when I look at what the Spirit says and see that “whatever I ask for in prayer, believing that I will, or am receiving it, then I will”, it helps me to see a little more clearly what God was speaking about in Heb.11 above.  I see that what’s listed in as one of the “Foundation doctrines of Christ”; not just Christianity, as is so easily put across; is that of faith towards God, not just faith in him, but towards him, i.e. faith aimed at, and directed point blank at him, which of course means toward what he’s said, his Word. Mk.11:24, Heb.6:1-2
This is not only believing that what he’s said to us in Jesus Christ is true, but banking our everything, setting our hope immovably on, and choosing to trust completely in that Word; accepting no compromise, no deviation, no doubt, no fear.  Feeding our hearts and minds on the glorious truths contained there, and revealed to us personally by the Spirit, the anointing which we have received; and always expecting to experience the reality of his power, the wonder of the Word, the enabling completeness of the power of the indwelling Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit. 1Pet.1:21, 1Jh.2:27
We must refuse to accept any peace, joy or enabling power which comes from the world and its thinking.  We must reject any form of “wisdom, righteousness, sanctification or redemption” which does not line up with God’s Word; instead, we must focus the whole desire of our hearts, minds and lives on that Word being fully fulfilled in us. 1Cor.1:30
Is that too high a calling do you think?  I, personally, don’t see how it can be, since the indwelling Spirit of Christ “is able to do far more than I could ever think or ask.”  Do you believe it’s possible to experience the fulfillment of Eph.1:16-20?  If you do, then the command of Jesus to be perfect as God is perfect is possible in our lives because of the immeasurable greatness of his power in us WHO TRULY BELIEVE HIM. Eph.3:20 & 1:17-20, Matt.5:48
John, by the Spirit wrote, “This is the confidence we have in him, that if we ask anything in accordance with his will he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the request made of him.” 1Jh.5:14-15
 But is this our confidence, or are we still choosing to voice the doubts and fears of our own inadequacy?  Are we stating that some things are too hard, too much for us, fearing failure because of our weakness? Are we still not accepting fully that it’s God’s power in us, not our weakness?  If that’s what you think, then you’ve either lost the plot, or have never known it, because, for me, if anything was to depend on my abilities, even my own faith, I’d be in deep trouble.  My faith, unless it’s reinforced by the Spirit’s gift of faith, will let us down, but with his mighty gift empowering me, nothing is now impossible. 1Cor.12:7-9, Mk.9:22-24
Is our trust in this mighty God so little that we still don’t grasp the startling truth of  which tells us that, if we lack wisdom, or anything else for that matter, we can ask God, who gives to all, generously and without reproach, and it will be give to us.  But let them ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  For such a person must not suppose that a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways, will receive anything from the Lord. Jas.1:5-8
Have we not yet come to terms with the truth of what Paul said of himself upon hearing the Lord say, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness?”  He said, “I will all the more gladly boast of my weakness, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  For the sake of Christ then, I am content with weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions and calamities; for when I am weak, then I am strong.” 2Cor.12:7-10  

But how do we come to terms with all of these things?  How do we come to the point of truly believing God’s Word to us?  Let’s go back to the beginning, to what faith is as far as he’s concerned.  Remembering that “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”, we find the answer is in Rom.10:9-10.  If we do our part, declaring with our mouths that Jesus Christ, the Word of God, is Lord of all; that he is the one who is in control of everything , including our lives, especially the revealing and fulfilling of his Word; if I use my tongue to acknowledge his authority in my life, and then to those I’m in contact with, believing in my heart that he is alive, risen from death, willing and able to do everything in me that I can’t do of myself; then I’ll be able to say with absolute truth, “this is the confidence I have in him”, “I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me”, and I’m going to do everything, because my God is my strength.  And I will joyfully acknowledge that, “without Jesus, I can do nothing.” Rom.10:9-10, Heb.1:1-3, Jh.14:21&23, Jh.15:5 & 5:14
Have you ever really considered the truth contained in Phil.3:10-15?  It tells us the desire of the apostle’s heart, and of course it should be ours also, was that he may know Christ, and the power of his resurrection, and may share in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible he may attain to the resurrection of the dead.  Not that he had already obtained this or was already perfect; but he pressed on to make it his own, because Christ had already made him his own.  He didn’t consider that he’d gotten that far yet, but forgetting what lay behind and instead looking to what was ahead, he pressed on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  He instructed the mature to be of this same mind, saying that if anyone was of another mind, God would reveal the truth to him.  Then he exhorted us all to hold fast to what we’d already attained.  But do we truly believe strongly enough to also act and press on to make the promises of God our own, since all his promises are ours in Christ Jesus. Phil.3:10-15, 1Jh.3:2, 2Cor.1:20
For those of us who have experienced full and complete salvation in Jesus Christ, as God intended, it’s surely not difficult to remember that this wonderful thing happened in our lives when we, like Abraham, believed the Word of God to us in Jesus Christ.  We now live by faith in the Son of God who loved us, and gave himself up for us, knowing we are now given all things with him. Phil.2:13, Gal.2:20
Exercising the same faith which brought salvation to us, we must now be able to claim, in reality not theory, that Jesus Christ is “our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption.”  Again, by the same faith in his Word, we must be able to act on what he told us in Jh.7, and if we truly thirst for him, then let’s go to him and drink that living water, not just to satisfy our own thirst, but so that “rivers of living water may flow from our hearts”, not our minds, to those who also thirst for God’s truth. 1Cor.1:31, Jh.7:37-38
If we will do this, then the words of the Psalmist will be fulfilled in us.  “The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like the cedars of Lebanon.  They are planted in the house of the Lord, and flourish in the courts of our God.  They still bring forth fruit in old age, because they are forever green and full of sap, to show that the Lord is upright, he is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.”  If we will walk in love, then Is.58 will become reality in our lives, and the pure joy of walking with and serving our God will be ours forever. Ps.92:12-15 & 16:11
However, it’s very important to remember the enemy of our souls, the devil.  The Spirit tells us to “be sober, be watchful, your adversary the devil goes around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of the brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you.” 1Pet.5:8-10
The Word also tells to build ourselves up in our most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, and that Paul strengthened the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, saying that through many tribulations they must enter the kingdom of God. Acts 14:22
Again, remembering what Jesus said, “This is the will of my Father, that everyone who see the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”  Now tell me, who is Jesus Christ but the Word of God?  And where can we see that Word but in the bible from Gen.1:1 to Rev.22:21?  So READ! READ! READ!  Because, when Peter was asked by Jesus who they, the disciples, said he was, he replied, “We have believed, and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.”  And Paul wrote to Timothy saying, “I suffer as I do, but I’m not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed.”  The ‘who’ is much more important than the ‘what’, despite the fact that we Christians often waste precious time arguing about the ‘what’ of disunity, rather than talking together of the ‘who’ of unity in Christ. Jh.6:40 & 6:69
This brings us to an extremely important attitude of heart and mind; one that is very precious to our God and which is recorded for us in Matt; where we’re told of a Canaanite woman, whose daughter was severely possessed by a demon, and in V27-28 she replied to Jesus question of why the food should be taken from the children and given to dogs, saying, “Yes Lord, but the dogs eat the crumbs which fall from the masters table.”  Jesus then said, “Woman, your faith is great, be it done as you desire.”  And her daughter was healed instantly.  And we’re told to clothe ourselves with humility towards one another, for God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  And then to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may exalt us. Matt.15:22-24
Finally, “Though the fig-tree does not blossom, nor fruit be on the vine. Though the produce of the olive fail, and the fields yield no food. Though the flock be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stall, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation, for God, the Lord is my strength. He makes my feet like hind’s feet, and he makes me tread upon my high places.” Hab.3:17-19, Matt.10:21-22
To check out God’s Word on this see Bible Studies: FAITH!
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